Vineyard Hotel & Spa: Adopt-a-Plot

One of the pillars of our environmental policy was to commit to a sustainable environmental community project. Choosing an environmental project that suited the goals of Vineyard Hotel & Spa was a challenging decision. We wanted to commit our time and resources to an environmental project where we could make a long lasting difference and where both staff and community could actively get involved. 

The concept of ‘Adopt-a-Plot” was first introduced to us by Sandy Barnes of the Friends of Silvermine Nature Area and upon viewing the 8.5 hectare piece of land in the Silvermine valley, we immediately knew that  the site was perfect for our project. 

Half of the area is disturbed agricultural land dating back to 1800’s and the rest is natural fynbos. The Silvermine River runs through the property and there are some magnificent rock formations and waterfalls. We have also seen the feeding remains of the Cape Clawless Otter on the site and we have also spotted 2 lynx in the area. There are also many raptors that frequent this site.
When we adopted the plot in October 2006 the plot was 70 percent heavily infested in Alien vegetation and the rest had pockets of infestations. The aliens found on the land included;  
· Port Jackson-Acasia saligna

· Rooikrans- Acasia cyclops

· Stink bean/Stinkboon – Paraserianthes lophantha

· Lantana –Lantana camara

· Bramble –Rubus spp.

· Bugweed- Solanum mauritanicum

· Poplar –Populus x Canescens

· Caster-oil plant –Ricinus communis

· Morning Glory – Ipomea indica

Should alien vegetation like Rooikrans, Port Jackson and Stink bean burn, the fires burn far hotter than that of fynbos and result in the soil structure being affected, it could even destroy the Fynbos species which rely on fire for their rejuvenation and spread of seed. 
In heavily infested areas the aliens can use up to 50% of the surface runoff water into the surrounding streams. The result of this may leave the land with a monoculture and absent biodiversity i.e. the plants, animals, insects that would normally be present are removed and in time this may even lead to a particular species becoming extinct.

Over the last 4 years, we have had significant buy-in from both our staff and their family and friends, hiking clubs, school groups and we have also attracted the interest of a group of French Tour Agents. When first moving onto site, certain areas were so heavily infested that they were impenetrable. Slowly but surely, the indigenous plant material is visibly starting to reclaim the once infected areas.

We visit the site once a month between March and November. We send out invitations to all staff at the hotel, guests and anybody who are willing to assist us clear the alien plants. We meet between 10:00 and 13:00 after which the hotel provides a picnic lunch to all those who attend.
Should you wish to join us, contact Chris or Naseema on 0216574620 or alternatively email naseema@vineyard.co.za to ensure your name is on the list.
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